June 5, 1968

‘Student Moblllzatlon Commlttee chapters, student antlwar S
committegs,; mnd campus-activists. from around the-country-are sendlng
letters of protest and~organlzlng petition:campaigns against thef*'«f
exclu51onary ‘and bureaucratic setions of the New-York Working e
Committee 6f SMC. The following' excerpts - -from some of the 1eﬁters '
we have received indicate the type of response the campaign for a° full
national conference of SMC-'and -for reinstatement of the two fired:
Young Socialists has been getting from-around the country. R

INDEPENDENT GOMMITTUE GN VIETNAM, GOLUMBIA UNIVERSITY NEW YORK CITY:
(From letter to”the SMC office) "Last May 27 the Steerlng Commltteev
of the: Independent Committee on Vietnam met and discussed the = - ‘
developments 'in the reeent meetings of the Worklng Committee of the-
Student Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnamé The R
following observations were agreed upon -unanimeusly:

"l. That the motion for am’ Independent Staff was undenlably
and indefensibly “éxclusionary.

"2. -That Kipp Dawson and Syd (Stapleton) were - flred from ﬁhe
staff in -gpite of'‘the fact that they played major roles 1n making
the Aprll 26 Student Strlke a ‘Tantastic ‘success.

"3, That “although Syd and Kipp wereé accused of alIOW1ng their

?‘1membersh1p in the Young Socialist Alliance to dimpair their work ‘in-
© SMC, not one single- speeiflo dharge-has been ralsed agalnst them,

much less proven. -

"4, That these developments, as well as summer plans, requlre
immediate discussion and‘litigation in a full scale National Gonferenoe
of SMC in the Mldwest which thé WOrklng Commlttee has con31stently
refused to convoke,.

M5, That the’Working Commlttee lnsisted on hlrlng YSAer Howard
Petrick, who is unavailable to work for SMC.

"6. That the Working Committee refused to hlre a promlnent YSAer
Lew Janes, although ‘he is’obviously well: quallfled and has refueed to
hire any YSAer as an act of good faith. -

M7, That it is “the 1nescapable ccnclu31cn that a move 1s afoot
to exnlude the YSA . .from the -SMC.

‘18, That the "ICV has in the pastuglven full and valuable support

%o SMC ‘whieh 1ncludes sendlng 25 busleads of people to the Pentagan

on October 21,

"On the basis of these bbservatlons, the Steerlng Commlttee of
the ICV adopted the following resolution: ‘ G0s L

"Until such time as the Student: Mcbllizatlon Commlttee rlghts?
itself by reinstatlng ‘Kipp Dawson and .Syd Stapleton, by holding a
National Conference in the Midwest to decide the issue of their
expulsiony or by any other: ‘satisfactory means, ‘the Independent ..
Committee on Vietnam will withhold its political and financial - S
support from the Student Mobilization Committee and will ceass tox;'a
send a delegate to the Working Committee. We feel that the future
of the antiwar movement is more important than the ICV's continued
participation in the SMC under the present circumstances.
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"Many members of the ICV have been arrested in the recent (
demonstrations at .Columbia. While we are awaiting trial with the
Columbia admlnlstratlon as our.prosecutor, -we. are fa01ng dlselpllnary
proceedings with the admlnlstratlon as-our. gpgge and jury. This.
constitutes the legal basis on which we are.seeking a court. . - .
injunction . agalnst ‘the dlselpllnary proceedings. Thus we - are SR
‘especially semsitive to. the way in which jhe SMC Worklng Commlttee -
simultaneously denounced and fired Klpp and: Syd w1thout brlnglng
the matter before a Natienal Conference." .

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA: (From letter to Linda Morse) "As an active
member of the High School Student Mobilizeation Committee and the
High School Strike Committee in Berkeley, I'm appalled with the
course the Student Mobilization Committee has taken.

- "The-expulsion of political groups is frightening, since the -
antlwar movement has always been proud of the fact _that it held a
non-exclusionary.policy....High school students were. the most eager-
to build the April 26 strike and participated. in huge numbers.
However, this could not have occurred If the SMC had an exclus1onary
and undemocratlc orgam.zatlonc
in SMC and respected it because of thls,; He, hlgh school students,
are not afraid of being honest-and, if need. be,blunt about .cur f*
feelings. . This -is why. in the Northern :Gglifornia. area we-are. - . .
telllng everyone about ‘the pollcy ‘change .. We. dgn it -sit badk and L (
decisions. We shall earcu1a$e pqtltlons asking f@r these three -demands :

M1, -Abide -by the January SMG National Comvention-decison- requlrlng
another national conventlon to consider summer and fall- antlwar :
activities. . ...

. N2, Inclqée in any SMC malllng gll v1ewp01nts regardlng the
present dlfferenges ~over ~orientation on personnels:

"Reinstate Syd Stapleton as Editor of the Student Moblllzen
and Kipp Dawsonras National Coerdinator pending- a~de0131on by the
natlonal conventlon," (Slgned) Tinda- Rlchardson& o e

NOTRE DﬂME SMC GHIGAGO (@rom;letter to- SMG) "I have recently
received two communlcatlons, one . .from the Student Mobilizatiom = .
Committee and - the other from Mr. Syd Stapleton and Mlss Klpp Dawson.
from the National .staff of the SMG. for. llmsen31tivxty and 'Trotskylue‘
dependence... ‘After. reviewing both sides in.the: dispute, and after. .
talking to some of those involved, and after a period of . .independent -
consideration I find that it is. my censcientious duty to protest v
this action by some elements inside - (and, I fear, outs1de the SMCF -
I do.so for:-the following reasons:
Ml iTHe aothn 15 manlfestly antldemocratic,and smacks of a .
coup mentallty ; s
2. Desp&te statements to the contrary the actlon v1olates a - L
cardinal principle -of ithe SMC and ‘the movement agalnst the war. in. -
general‘ pclltleal nonaexclusion.;\ T ‘ § . . (
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: "5 The whole 1ssue is intimarely related to the dlrectlon the
SMG 1s" to take in the‘heer future, the relationship of the membershlp
. SMC “to the New. Yorkébased 1eadershlpa and most importantly’ the;f;
questlon of carrying out decisions made by the membership at _
* national confereﬁces (i*spall return to 4~h:Ls last p01nt below)
And’ finally,
© oty Certain’ statemeﬁtg haVe been made concernlng Dawson and
Stapleton ine regard.te : ? personaiztles and their effectlveness
- as organizers: it has beep stated thab. they are 'hard to work
with' because they forward the YSA lipe” and not the SMC line. ”ﬁ?,“
Since I have ‘discovered that the YSA line is to fully support. the '~
SMC 1ine of mass mobilizations against the wal,” racisp, campus . . o
compliciky and imperialism, I am mystified. I can’ only conclude .
that there are elements inside SMC who wish to purge YSA for
factiongl . and/or olitical. reasons,. who w1sh to dlrect the SMC
away. from its” defﬁned p01101es L '
“"Now let me return ¢ the matter of. 1mplementat;on of natlonal
conference-decisions made by the. membership. . It was unamblcuously
decided’ at the Tast” natlonal oonference tao ‘hold a “full national
conference on' the weekend of Juné 29 'in a relatively ceptral part
of the country.' The recent. decision to. hold a continuations . :
comnittee méetlng Ain’ New fogk ‘that Weekend 1s. in. contradlotlon to
our past decision. - pi R e ; f et st .ﬁo,
"Thus I make two demands‘ T / . o T o
"1, That Stapleton an& Béwéon be reinstéped as’ ‘staff members '
or that some compromlse, acdegtable to" them,,is reachéd, =~ .
- "2, That the’ natiogal of ice hold g full. natlonal conferenéeﬁff
on the June- 29 wecKend some pla&e in the’ Mldwest S0 that the f“_mf%
membership can consider this” and other matters. ‘ T
. NI should like to point out that I am not a member of the,YSA
**or'the SWP. I ‘am, however,’ a member of SMC and.am very disturbed
by these recent events. Urleds thé above: &emgnds dare met I will
have to seriocusly reconSider my mémbership i’ SMC and my Support
of the. organization. Furﬁher, as’ cha;rman ‘of .the Unlver51ty of .
Notre Dame ehapter of the” SMC T w111 JAinform our membership of the
situdtion ‘and my ‘décision.  Please’ reply to ‘me “in writlng 1mmedlately°"
(Slgned) Leonard A.,,Jo;y'ce° et «

" ;»!f
H

MINNESGTA“MOBILIZATION CGMMITTEE MINNEAPOLIS—ST PAUL., (From‘i”
letter to SMC) - "We strenuously'obaedt to the May 8 decision of
the‘Worklng ‘Coomittee of SMC that the s%aff e composed entlrely
necessary for building the antiwar movement.::,w
- "We _also object to the decision to caIl &, Contlnuatlons

G;Commlttee meeting in New York ‘June 29. ‘
' - "PHese de0181ons undemocratlcally reverse dec1slons made at
the SMC national conferénce last January, and threaten o bring’
about the demige of the SMC itself. .;%

- '"In .order that these and other questlons mlght be thoroughly .
and democratlcally dlscusse& and’ resolved, we strongly urge that
national "conference of the SMC be called for thé weekend of “June .29
somewhere in the Midwest, rather than the Continuations Committee
meeting in New York Clty." (8igned) the Executive Committee: Kathleen
Brady, Ellen Brooks, Orin Doty, David Gutknecht, and David Thorstad.
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' BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY: (From letter to Kipp Dawson and Syd Stapleton) (
Cn, It seems to me taat the explusion of the members of the Young
Socialist Alliance by SMC was_a rather ridiculous and foolish meve,.

If you were all working fcr a cbmmon purpose, which you were, m@;nly
to end the war, I can see np 1ogical Treason as to why Youhg Socialists
should be excluded. I think this ‘is 1liablé”to’hurt SMC, too, because,
for one thing, they are losing a lot of help, and for another, with

a purpose sucﬁ as theirs, theyxneed people. of all polltlcal beliefs,
ete. " Besides that, this is. 1lable to- caugé a major split in the .
organization....1 sure “hope that SMC. grows: up."" (Slgned) Tiza Lenard.
(Since she wrote this letter Liza and two of hér friends have =
01rcu1ated thekpetltlon calllng for. a fuli natlonal conference and
relnstatement of " the two Youhg' SOCLallsts in. thelr hlgh school. By,
May 31" they had sent in 20 81gﬁatures,),;ﬁ.‘ . B L ;fif

BARD COLLEGE RESISTANCE AND' POLITICAL" ACT@QN COUNCIL, ANNANDALE-ON;
“HUDSQN, N.Y.: (From letter to SMC) . "Brothers and Sisters, It is
‘only’ with reservation that I use the term. ‘brothezs and. slsters Jin.
my ‘gréeting. The. de0151qn nade oh May, 8 Hag Just come to our. T
attentlcn ‘up hére“;and éVerane 1s wondering Whatxthe hell you thlnk
you're doing ; ’ .

"The exclus onary poliey against YS ;s oneiof the most absurd,
undemocratic and’ ‘dangerous’ decisions that thée movement .gan. take.'w,
What organization is next on your list, §enat9r° R o
' .. "If your goal is tq. spl;t the move@ent towd1V1de the forees in (
this“country from their commien goal, . then\you ‘are moving on the right
track.  Saving ‘face. by excludlng SPtele IS4 members, rather -than
the organlzatlon abza, whole, qu't dq‘gpu gny goo&,: ‘This doesn't ..
save face, it only plunges you deepen ;ntQ Jthe. grave error you haVe
made. “

nYSR 4nd- T do not egree on many 1ssues, but our goals ‘are ;n many

respects the same, Yd&nmgogls,_too, are -in many respects the,gpals

of YSA. What are you fﬂrald of7 . 0f SMC- geftlng a bad press ‘in the -
Times? " Come ¢n, people, _don't be fools, ~Abo¥e ally ‘be democrats. .

. Are you going to ban Black’people next? Hesgroy student . solldarlty

. ~._and yOu may: find yoursélves dsstroylng the movement.t I hope that
“isn't your aim. . -

"This decision must be brought up at a Mldwestern conference,’
to assure the greatest amount of, partaclpatlon. And thatls how it
was decided .at the last conféerénce.- "Follow your own ruies,, NQw lS
the time of “the’ furnaces,?t\631gned) Jeffrey Raphaelson for the. above
organlzatlonsnu' L oy 8 B

SAN FRANCISCO STATE COLLEGE (From letter to Llnda_Morse) ’Unfor—“
tunately, neithér myself nor others working in the S.F, State’

. College Campus Mobilization Committee ‘can fully accept the. 'explanatlon'
‘given for'"an a¢tion that is so clearly exclu31onary.;..l cannot.- .
‘understand the fifing of twd staff mémbérs on a‘pollt1Cal ba31s. ';g

'5'Does the Working Committee really ‘have the authority to take ‘such"”

. actlon".,..’]i‘hat décigion” should be rescinded :meedlately, Kl}gp and (
Syd should be fehired, regardless of pol;tlcal dlfferences th at
exlst among the staff, L ) q L e S

o~ AEp s e m e
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"If these political differences exist, they should be resolVed.
Why do you find the -idea of a national conference' ridiculous?’
Don't you think a national conference<~the ‘highest body of the SMC~-
would be tke.proper authority to resolve such divisions? .

"Another point which Kipp and Syd make in their letter is
certainly valid. for 'us on the West Coast. A natlonal gatherlng
should be ‘held in the-Midwest, mot New York.

"For the sake pf thé anthar movement (and the Vletnamese)
please act rationally and take measures to correct the antl-democratlc
actlons 1n the natlonal ‘office of. the SMC " (Slgned) Helen Meyers°

DETROIT (From 1etter to SMC) "I am in reoelpt of letters from “both
Kipp Dawson and the following reply from the 'new' SMC. As a former
chairman of the University of Wisconsin's Committee to End the War

in Vietnam and as a presentity active member of the Detroit . Commlttee
to End the War in Vietnam the change 1n the SMC 1s a v1tal concern,.
of mine. ‘

"T have supported the SMC in the past because it was not multl—
issue, sought to involve ever increasing numbers of people:in the
effort, and stressed.the 1mportance of large demonstrations on the
streets independents of either major party. And my Judgement is” that
the results this united front approach- achieved were exemplary.
Although I am not in:the YSA I understand it was-that- group along
with a number of independent radlcals which put forth thls organlzlng
tactic.

"1t therefore makes sense to me that a deviation from a unitea -
front into a multi-issue group would necessitate purging the YSA. from
the leadership. This you have attempted and I might add, rather '
crudely, to do. ~You are making a disastrous mistake. The country
does not need another multi-issue- unprogramatlc radical ‘grouping,
cértain parts of 'SDS.find themselves in that role. Are you- proposing
to compete with SDS? Had you left things ‘alone SDS could have - ‘
continued successfully recruiting peoplé from thec ‘independent antlwar
movement. Moreover, without active support ‘from the YSA y6u do not
have a chance- of: ever. organizing again 'a coordinatéd mass demonstration.
Since these demonstrations are- a tremendous radicalizing force (they
were instrumental in prec1pmtat1ng the French upsurge) the Communlst
Party tacitly opposes them: '

"To sum it up, you have accompllsheé ‘both Sedatlng and confu51ng
the growing radicalization in this country and throughout the world°,
And you have done so in-an underhanded:-and dishonést manner.* Unless
your decision is summarlly reversed, unless you hold a broad" '
conference like the ome in.Chicago, in ‘a central location;-and unless
you once again structure an organlzatlon so as ‘to ‘allow 1ndependent

radicals like myself to -function in it I will not “only ‘withdraw my

support - but -openly use my prestige to oppose you v:.gorous'.]:y° S

. "The movement to support the Vletnamese by calling for- 1mmed1ate
withdrawal must comtinue to be built.. Support for black self--
determination must be built., The new SMC does neither éffectively and
therefore a blow has been dealt to ‘the left unless it is immediately
dissolved and recemstituted along 1ts old llnes." (Signed) Mlchael
. Smith, Attorney at Law. -
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TWIN CITIES HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE, MINNEAPOLIS-

ST. PAUL: (From letter.to SMC). '"(it was voted unamnously at the

" May 21 meeting of the TCHSSMC to send this letter in the name of

the Committee.. to the natlonal offlce of -the Student Moblllzatlon

. Committee.) . .

- "The TCHSSMC protests the _policy. of exc1u31on takeu ‘at the May 8
'Worklng Commlttee meeting. - The -dismissal of YSA members from the:

staff reflects a policy of excluslon that can only ‘serve. to break

'?.”up the antiwar movement. .

. "We. find. the statement that Klpp Dawson and Syd Stapleton 8

performance was unsatisfactory especlally hard to belleve for this
reason: ,
”The motlon dlsm1351ng Syd and Klpp at the May 16 meetlng was
preceeded by -e motion at the May 8 meeting which dismissed these
ldentlcal ‘two .people from the staff for political associatioms.

.. "We feel that the motion passed on May 16 was merely a cover-up
for the exclusionist nature of the earlier motion.

.- "It has also come to our attention that the New York Working
Committee. proposes to hold .a Continuations Committee meeting rather
than a full naxlonal conference, 'in a reletlvely central part of
the country so that large numbers can attend.! (From structure -
proposal motion passed at. the. Jannary 1968 National Conference. )

"We feel:that .the issues brought up by the recent:decisions
of the C' Working Committee can best be resolved by a national (
conferénce June 29-30 in the Mldwest n (Slgned) Steve Stewart
Chalrman, TQHSSMC.; T o

-WILMINGTON DELAWARE (From 1etter~to Landa Morse) "I would have .
wrltten to you earlier but, decided to wait until I-had.taken a. good
look at the facts and dlfferlng viewpoints on. the recent SMC actions
'.agalnst YSA staif members., After ‘reading- carefully ‘the different
thlS area about thls 1ssue I eannot but condemn tﬁe ant1~YSA actlons
in . the Work;ng ‘Gommittee -of SMC.- .

" "It is guiterclear that at. the- bottom oﬁ thls’asSue is a very

B polltlcal .struggle ‘over the character.of the.SMC. - This-is not

suprising and -should not be suppressed and passed off-as a problem
of personalities or some vague - statements about loyalties. Struggle
among tendencies in the antiwar movement is -essential for its health
and .growth. ;Any suppression-of any of these tendencies will be
disastrous.to the movement as a whole. "And - apparently'thls is what
is happening.

.. "The undemocratlc actlon of the WOrking Commlttee, with
absolutely ‘no oonsultatlon or mandate. from the rank and file

. antiwar movement, if not corrected immediately, will bear the

L_responS1b111ty for the weakening of the movement at the very moment

;-kahen,lt must be. the strongest possible. You and the others who have
- "entered into. thls ruinous - alliance will have to bear the responsibility

. for this ‘abandonment. of ‘the . Vietnamese people and the American GI.

L "In the midst of struggle in our own antiwar committee, we have (
"not found it necessary to resort to such crude methods to deal with

varying political tendencies. We would:not stand for it. for an instant.
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"I, strongly advise you and’ #he others who have indulged in such

dlstasteful -maneuverings to immediately restore Miss Dawson and
. Mr. Stapleton,to their staff positions. I also urge you to call a1
‘national conference of the SMC to put the basic questions before
the membership and also so that the membership may democratlcally
elect, its officers and staff and rid itself of the bureaucratic.
procedures of. the past - several weeks. This conference must be. held
in a. centrally located place so that as many people as- posslble o
may attend.. .

T trust that you ‘will see the. nece881ty of such ectlons at
this point and that you will use.all of your influence %o brng .-
“them about n (Slgned) Mark Zola, staff, Wilmington Antl—War Commlttee.

‘CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY SMC ‘(Telegram sent to. SMC) '"Protest jg
undemocratic policy of poliSical exclusion. Demand return to . ...
decisions of last conference and full national conference in Midwest
Juné 29." (Signed) Cleveland State University Student Moblllzatlon
Commlttee. :

WARWICK, ‘RHODE ISLAND (From letter to Klpp Dawson and Syd Stapleton)
"Below 1s part of the body of my letter to the Stu ent Mdb&lizatlon
Committee, of. New York:
mey am.wrltlng to you to protest the dlsmlssal of Mr. Klpp

Dawson and Mr. Syd Stapleton from the staff of the Student Mobilization
Commlttee.v I believe that you were unjust in passing this damn .. .
. 'exclusionary policy' and’ dismissing members of the Young Socialist -

Alliance....I ask that the exclusionary policy be abandoned and
that Kipp Dawson and Syd Stapleton be restored to thelr rightful .

,5p051tlons.-

"1 went on to demand that a national confereénce be held on . theﬂ
weekend of June 29 somewhere in the Mldwest,..." (Slgned) Nlck '
;&Anthony Stevens. PR . U R

”CAMPUS MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE BERKELEY The’follow1ng petltlon is
being circulated by the Campus Mobilization Commlttee in Berkeley:
- "Dear Linda Morse, i
"We, the: undersigned, urge . the SMC. Worklng Committee to.,t
L R Abide by -the January SMC National Convention decision’ k
requlrlng another national convention t0 be .held within six months y
to con81der summer and fall antiwar actions. ‘
."2. Include in any SMC mailing all viewpoints regarding the -
»present differences over. orientation. or personnel. . -
- "3, Reinstate Syd Stapleton.as Editor. of.the Student Moblllzer=

~and Klpp Dawson as Natlonal Coordlnator pendlng a dec1sion by. t e
.national conveation. -

- "f you will implement the above three proposals SMC w111 be L

- able.tqo resolve what ever problems exist within SMC's traditional -

non=-exclusionary and democratic methods. .
- "We are anxious to receive confirmation of your epdorsement of
. our -proposals.” .
. . (On May 28, 27 signatures on this petltlon were sent to. Llnda
Morse. - More are belng gathered ) o S
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PHILADELPHIA SMC: (From letter to Linda Morse) "We in the Phila.
SMC office have received both Kipp's letter snd yours, and we can only
view the recent actions by the Worklng COmmlttee as a sad and p0581b1y
disastrous mistake.... _
"You accuse Kipp and.Syd of making- de01sions for SMC, but we
believe that Kipp and Syd are adhering to the decision of the last-
conference| and that other members of the Working Committee- should
be wary lest they stray from that very explicit decision in Chicago
to reafflrm the character of SMC as a broad, united antiwar committee.
The Chicago conference dec131vely rejected' the idea of turning SMC
into a multi-issue organization that competes for adherents with SDS,
YSA, “DuBois snd other téndencies. Instead, SMC has continued to be
the one focus for cooperation by all of these tendenc1es,,SMC has been
the cuttlng edge of a united radical student movement which is -
unanimous about one thing: massive and visible actions such as
strikes and demonstratlons to force the government to get our GIs
out of Vietnam....
"Tt is imperative that the Working Committee do the followxng
_ "1. Adhere to the BMC Chicago conference decision to have _
enother conference, and have it in a central location.... R
~ ") “Reinstate Kipp and Syd until the time of the conferences:...
"Here in Phila., the SMC has newfound respect and enormous
potential for growth after a 01ty—w1de demonstration” 2% times .
larger than anything we'd-had before, and successful Strikes on '
campuses that had nothing before." (Slgned) ‘Joel Aber, Rich - )
Felgenberg, coordlnators of Phlladelphla Student ‘Mobilization Commlttee.

BERKELEY: (From letter to Linda) "I have been shocked to hear the -
results of the recent working committee of the SMC in excluding pedple
who are members of other political organizations. This is a serious
mistake which could destroy the antiwar coalition which the SMC is.
SMC should be open to all antiwar people regardless of their political
affiliation. Leave the red—baltlng to the reactlonary, w1tch—hunt1ng
congressional committees.

"The working committee has no rlght to make such a polltical
decision to exclude members of the CP, SWP and YSA, A national
convention of all antiwar activists shoull be called to Hash out
this problem and plan the fall antiwar actions...." ' (Signed) James A.
Ogden, Peace Caucus, AFSCME Local 1695, University of Callfornla. '

DETROIT COMMITTEE TO END" THE WAR IN VIETNAM (From letter to SMC)
"Upon ihearing the news of the decisions made by the Working Committee on
May 8.and.16,.our. membership ‘unanimously voted to protest the expulsion
of Kipp Dawson and Syd Stapleton. We were surprised to learn that the
so-called non-exclusionary SMC had red-baited two of its ‘staff members
right off the staff. Such an obvious contradiction of the peolicy
guidelines laid down by the last National SMC Conference can have nothing
but a detrimental effect on the international struggle to end the war.
"Under the impetus of mass actions initiated by the SMC, the
movement has continually expanded and gained strength as most recently
proven by the International Student Strike. It is because we want to )
see this continue that we lodge this protest and ask for a general -
membership conference held in a central locale to reaffirm the policy
of non-exclusion and to plan further antiwar actions." (Signed
Dave Chamberlin, Chairman, Detroit CEWV.
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) WITMINGTON, DELAWARE: (From letter to Kipp Dawson) "...We'of the

antiwar movement must, above all, struggle for democracy. We fight

for democracy in the Jjungles of Vietnam and in the black communities

‘of a racist America. Now we must fight for democracy in the Student
-7 Mobilization Committee. The disgusting witchhunt, exclusionary policies ..
o whlch you descrlbed in your letter cannot be toleratedoe;."

- STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE‘AT ONEONTA, N.Y.: (Petltlon sent to SMC)
~"We, the undersigned, students at S.U. C. at Oneonta who oppose the war
in Vietnam, protest- the action of the WOrklng Committee of SMC in
- New York of excluding members on the Working Committee on the basis
of political differences {the removal of YSAers)
"Our stand is to maintain a united organlzatlon which includes
211l who oppose the Vietnam War and the mdchinery that’ perpetrates
those actlons, Signed by 15 students°

MADISON COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR IN VIEThAF MADISON WISC.: (From
~ letter to SMC). "We have just received word of the exclu31on from
- the SMC staff of two people because of their membership in the Young
Socialist Alliance. These two people, Kipp Dawson and Syd Stapleton,
were removed from your staff at first because of their membership in
'political organizations.' When this excuse did not work, the line.
was changed. All of a sudden they have been fired because of
'incompetence.' In reality, they have been excluded from the antiwar
coalition because of their membership in the YSA; and by so doing
) certain people in the Working Committee have - bureaucratlcally used
7. the SMC to carry out their own factional ends at the: expense of the
united coalition necessary to bulld a force capable of qtopplng the

war in Vietnam.

"The people respon81ble for this antl—democratlc maneuver are
violating the mandate given them at the Chicago SMC conference last
January, and are seriously endangering the SMC's role as a single-
issue, non-exclusionary organization. The decision to hold a continuations
commlttee meeting in New York, rather than a full conference in Chicago
or some other centrally. 1ocated city,..in addition to being a violation
of that same mandate, raises the danger of a bureaucracy abrogating
to itself powers that belong only to the highest decision maklng body
of the SMC, the national conference.. ,

"When the Madison CEWV sent its donation of 3100 last week we
did so on the assumption that the money would go toward bulldlng the
kind of militant, united front movement which organizes the massive
demonstrations Whlch gave us the funds to send the SMC that very donation.

' With the unwarranted .'firing' of two of the most avtive workers in
the SMC and the calling of the: 'Continuations Committee' meeting as
a substitute for the national conference, we have serious doubts that
the SMC will continue to fulfill its traditional, salutary function,.
and - perhaps our money would be better used elsewhere,

"~ "For that reason, we are stopping payment on our $100 donation,
and we will hold that money in reserve until: 1) the non-exclusionary
nature of the SMC is reaffirmed by rehiring those individuals fired

. from the staff for political reasons, and 2) the SMC calls a national

) conference by the end of the July 4 weekend in Chicago or another
major Midwestern city." (Signed) Madison CEWV, Robert Wilkinson,
chairman. s



Letters Page 10
June 5, 1968

PHILADELPHIA: (From letter +o SMC) "Not being a member of the YSA and
being active in the.antiwar movement onithe Penn campus, I know how
hard it is to work with them in an open atmosphere. They have always
been one of the worst organlzatlons for factional infighting at any
national gathering, and never give up if youdon't adopt their line.
Nevertheless, unless Dawson and Stapleton are flagrantly abusing the.
English language, it appears the Working Committee has flagrently
abused its privileges. If in fact the Committee voted on May 8# to
exclude staff from political organizations,' later rescinded that
motion but fired them anyway, then I am disgusted. We, the Peace
Movement, don't need that kind of crap, it will only destroy the SMC
credlblllty with the non-aligned s udents like myselfo,,o"' -

DETROIT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE (From letter to
Working Committee) "Today, May 25, the regular weekly meerting of the
Detroit High School Student Mobilization Committee was held. The news
about recent actions of the Working Committee was discussed. The DHSSMC
membership voted to condemn the actions of the Working Committee in
regard to Kipp Dawson and Syd Stapleton anpd in regard to structural
disputes. We wish to demand, therefore, that Kipp Dawson and Syd
Stapleton be immediately relnstated and that a full national conventlon,,
in the Midwest be held over the weekend of June 29, in accordance" S
with convention mandates (a convention, you will recall, is the highest
body of the SMC)..... (Signed) Gordon Fox, Chairman, Wendy Wilder, 1(
Secretary, Eric Sell, Treasurer, Louise Goodman, High School Mobilizer. -

LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK: (From letter to Linda) "...Non-exclusion, in

my opinion, is one of the most important accomplishments of the antiwar
movement. We have made.it 'legitimate' for progre851ve movements to.
include and work with radicals of all persuasions, a great victory over-

. the McCarthyism of several years ago. The resolution excludihg members f

of 'political organizations’ is a great step backwards for the student:
movement. It.is so worded that members of the CP, YSA, DBC, SDS,

R&P, YPSL, YAWF, etc., etc., etc., would be exoluded from the staff
solely becausp of their membership in a 'political’ orgarization.. In

a political movement such as the anti-Vietnam--war movement, few activists
indeed are non members of 'political organizations,' and need I remind
you that the s specific group undor attack, the YSA, has made many fine
contributions to the: antiwar struggle° Staff ass1gnments should be given

. ot¥ on the basis of one's qualifications and work, not political asso--

ciations or lack of them. To do otherwise is to toster McCarthylsm,c;o"'
(Slgned) Peter Gellert, Co~Chairmen, Long Island High School sMC. .

PHILADELPHIA (From,letter to SMC) n_,.T personally would have strong ;
reservations about. supporting an organlzatlcn whose policies had the-
effect: of. 1nfr1nglng upon the civil liberties of a certain segment

of its membership. In light of your urgent plea for funds (to which

I was about to respond when I received the letter from Mr. Dawson and

Mr. Stapleton), I urge you to distribute immediately the minutes of- *
both meetings of the Working Committee, along with statements by both .(
supporters of, and dissenters from, the Committee's decisione..."™ =~
(Signed) Tinda Olivenbaum.



